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1
METHODS OF EMBOSSING MATERIALS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention pertains to methods and apparatuses uti-
lized for embossing materials. In particular aspects, the
invention pertains to methods and apparatuses utilized for
embossing non-woven materials and paper.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Materials can be embossed for one or both of aesthetic
and non-aesthetic purposes. For instance, paper webs are
frequently embossed during formation of paper products to
increase water-holding capacity of the paper products. The
same embossing utilized to increase water-holding capacity
can also provide a design on the paper product that is
aesthetically pleasing to consumers and, in some instances,
readily recognized by consumers for product identification
and discrimination purposes. In particular aspects, emboss-
ing can occur after several plies of a multi-ply paper product
are layered atop one another. In such aspects, the embossing
can form a pattern of bosses which penetrate the multiple
individual plies and holds them together in a final sheet.

Embossing has become a preferred and common practice
in many industries. For instance, paper manufactures apply
embossing patterns to many of the tissue and towel products
currently produced. The patterns will vary from product to
product across the manufacture’s product lines, and accord-
ingly each manufacturer will generally have supplies avail-
able to produce numerous different embossing patterns. An
exemplary application of different embossing patterns is to
distinguish premium product lines from non-premium lines.
Specifically, the premium products will sometimes have a
more complicated embossing pattern than the non-premium
products.

Embossing patterns are typically formed with a so-called
embossing roll, which is typically a cylinder having an
engraved surface. A pattern of projections extend from the
engraved surface and are pressed into a paper web to form
a boss pattern within the web that is complimentary to the
projections extending from the engraved embossing roll.

Engraved embossing rolls are typically expensive to
fabricate, and somewhat difficult to replace in a paper-
making process. However, as discussed above, paper manu-
facturers typically have several lines of product, each car-
rying its own specific boss pattern. Accordingly, the paper
manufacturers will have on stock an assortment of engraved
embossing rolls, with the individual rolls corresponding to
individual distinct patterns of the paper manufacturer’s line
of products. The paper manufacturer will then substitute
different rolls into a paper-making assembly process when
shifting from one line of products to another, or will utilize
different dedicated lines. In particular examples, the paper
manufacturers will utilize engraved embossing rolls with
relatively simple patterns of bosses when making a particu-
lar line of product, and will then substitute engraved
embossing rolls with more elaborate patterns of bosses when
making another line of products. Each substitution carries
with it significant expense, as an entire converting process
must generally be stopped and restarted during the process
of substituting one engraved embossing roll for another. It
would, accordingly, be desirable to develop methodologies
which can reduce the amount of engraved embossing roll
substitutions. Also, as individual engraved embossing rolls
are relatively expensive, it would be further desirable to
develop methodologies which could reduce the total number
of engraved embossing rolls utilized by paper manufacturers
in producing their various lines of product.
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In another aspect of the prior art, a plurality of embossed
plies can be “married” together to form a multiply product.
An apparatus 200 configured for accomplishing such mar-
rying is described with reference to FIG. 1. Apparatus 200
comprises a pair of engraved embossing rolls (202 and 204),
and a pair of rubber-covered backing rolls (206 and 208).
Apparatus 200 further comprises a glue applicator roll 210
and a marrying roll 212. In operation, a first paper web 214
is fed between rolls 204 and 208 to emboss a first pattern into
web 214, and a second paper web 216 is fed between rolls
202 and 206 to emboss a second pattern into web 216. The
second pattern is configured to nest within the first pattern.
Accordingly, the patterned web 216 is nested within the
patterned web 214, and the two webs are pressed together by
marrying roll 212. Glue applicator roll 210 is utilized to
provide an adhesive on patterned web 216. Such adhesive is
utilized to adhere patterned webs 214 and 216 together.

It could be desirable to incorporate methodologies
referred to above for reducing the total number of engraved
embossing rolls utilized by paper manufacturers in produc-
ing their various lines of product into processes which marry
a plurality of plies together.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect, the invention encompasses a method of
utilizing a single engraved embossing roll to emboss differ-
ent expanses of material with different patterns. The single
engraved embossing roll has at least two projections pro-
jecting therefrom. A first of the projections projects to a
greater height from the roll than a second of the projections.

In another aspect, the invention encompasses method of
embossing different expanses of material with different
patterns. An engraved embossing roll is provided and a
backing roll is provided. The engraved embossing roll has at
least two projections projecting therefrom. A first of the
projections projects to a greater height from the roll than a
second of the projections. The two projections define two
distinct patterns. A first of the two distinct patterns com-
prises both the first and second projections, and a second of
the two distinct patterns does not comprise the second
projection. A first expanse of material is provided between
the engraved embossing roll and backing roll. The engraved
embossing roll is pressed against the first expanse to emboss
a complementary image of one of the first and second
distinct patterns into the first expanse. The first expanse is
removed from between the engraved embossing roll and the
backing roll. A second expanse of material is provided
between the engraved embossing roll and the backing roll.
The engraved embossing roll is pressed against the second
expanse at a second pressure to emboss an other of the first
and second distinct patterns on the second expanse.

In yet another aspect, the invention encompasses an
apparatus for embossing different expanses of material with
different patterns. The apparatus includes an engraved sur-
face having at least two projections projecting therefrom. A
first of the projections projects to a greater height than a
second of the projections. The apparatus also includes a
backing surface configured to receive the projections of the
engraved surface. The backing surface and engraved surface
are together configured to receive an expanse of material
between them. The apparatus further includes a displace-
ment mechanism configured to move at least one of the
engraved surface and the backing surface relative to the
other of the engraved surface and the backing surface.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the invention are described
below with reference to the following accompanying draw-
ings.
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FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional, diagrammatic, fragmentary
view of a prior art paper making device.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional, diagrammatic, fragmentary
view of a paper making device utilized according to a
method of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary, top view of a material embossed
with a pattern produced by the device of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the FIG. 2 device
utilized under conditions different from those of FIG. 2 to
produce a different embossing pattern from that shown in
FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary, top view of a material embossed
with a pattern produced under the conditions of FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

This disclosure of the invention is submitted in further-
ance of the constitutional purposes of the U.S. Patent Laws
“to promote the progress of science and useful arts” (Article
1, Section 8).

The invention encompasses methods of utilizing a single
engraved embossing roll to form at least two different
embossing patterns. In particular aspects, the invention
encompasses methods of utilizing a single engraved emboss-
ing roll to form relatively complex patterns on some
materials, and relatively simple patterns on other materials.
The invention can be utilized in, for example, applications in
which manufacturers of embossed materials (such as, for
example, non-woven materials or sheets of paper) produce
both premium and non-premium lines of material, with the
lines differing from one another in a complexity of an
embossed pattern. The invention enables such manufactur-
ers to utilize only a single engraved embossing roll to form
at least two different product lines of embossed patterns.
Such can enable the manufacturers to save expense by both
reducing the total number of different engraved embossing
rolls that the manufacturers require, and by reducing down-
time associated with changing engraved embossing rolls in
prior art manufacturing processes.

An exemplary method of the present invention is
described with reference to FIGS. 2-5. Referring first to
FIG. 2, such illustrates an embossing apparatus 10 encom-
passed by the present invention. Apparatus 10 comprises an
engraved embossing roll 12 and a backing roll 14. Engraved
embossing roll 12 comprises a number of first projections 16
projecting outwardly from engraved embossing roll 12 to a
first height, and a plurality of second projections 18 pro-
jecting outwardly from roll 12 to a second height which is
less than the first height. A difference in height between the
first and second projections is preferably from about 0.005
inches to about 0.030 inches, and more preferably from
about 0.01 inches to about 0.02 inches. As will become
apparent from the discussion below, first and second pro-
jections 16 and 18 together define a first distinct pattern
which can be embossed into a material, and first projections
16 alone define a second distinct pattern which can be
embossed into a material. In the embodiment of FIG. 2, it is
the second distinct pattern which is embossed into a mate-
rial.

Engraved embossing roll 12 is formed of a relatively hard
material, such as, for example, steel, and projections 16 and
18 are engraved into such hard material. In contrast, backing
roll 14 comprises a relatively deformable material 20, such
as, for example, rubber. In exemplary embodiments, such
rubber has a durometer hardness of from about 40 to about
80, and in preferred embodiments has a durometer hardness
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of about 45. The deformable material 20 is formed in a layer
(typically from about % inch to about % inch thick) which
is wrapped around a support 22. Support 22 can comprise a
relatively hard material, such as, for example, steel.

Structures 12 and 14 are referred to as “rolls” to indicate
a rolling motion of structures 12 and 14 (as indicated by
directional arrows 24 and 26), and is not intended to indicate
any particular shape of structures 12 and 14. In exemplary
embodiments, structures 12 and 14 have cylindrical shapes,
with a length of the respective cylinders of 12 and 14
extending into the plane of the paper of FIG. 2. In a
particular preferred embodiment, rolls 12 and 14 comprise
cylinders having diameters of from about 10 inches to about
25 inches. Although structures 12 and 14 are shown as
cylinders, it is to be understood that other shapes can be
utilized for structures 12 and 14.

Rolls 12 and 14 are coupled with displacement mecha-
nisms 30 and 32, respectively. Displacement mechanisms 30
and 32 press rolls 12 and 14 toward one another, or move
rolls 12 and 14 away from one another. When rolls 12 and
14 are pressed toward one another, the deformable material
20 of roll 14 receives projections 16 of engraved embossing
roll 12. It is noted that although the shown embodiment
comprises displacing mechanisms for moving both of rolls
12 and 14 toward one another, the invention encompasses
other embodiments (not shown) wherein only one of rolls 12
and 14 is coupled with a displacing mechanism and wherein
the other of the rolls is held stationary.

An expanse 40 of material is received between rolls 12
and 14. Expanse 40 can comprise, for example, a non-woven
material or paper. In particular embodiments, expanse 40
can be a toilet tissue, facial tissue, or paper towel. Expanse
40 can comprise a single-ply or multiply material.

Projections 16 of roll 12 press into expanse 40 as the
expanse passes between rolls 12 and 14. Projections 16
thereby form a pattern of deformations (which can be
referred to as bosses) 50 within material 40 complementary
to the above-described second distinct pattern corresponding
to projections 16. Such pattern of deformations 50 can also
be referred to as an embossing pattern. The shown circular
cross-sections of rolls 12 and 14 have centers corresponding
to the centers of diameters extending through the circular
cross-sections. The distance between the centers of rolls 12
and 14 is controlled by displacement mechanisms 30 and 32
so that only highest-most projections 16 penetrate material
40 (i.c., so that lowest-most projections 18 do not penetrate
material 40).

An exemplary pattern formed by the methodology of FIG.
2 is illustrated in FIG. 3. Specifically, FIG. 3 illustrates a
fragment of expanse 40 having an embossing pattern defined
by bosses 50 (only some of which are labeled). The plurality
of bosses 50 define a set of bosses which penetrate within
expanse 40 to a substantially uniform depth.

Expanse 40 has a relatively simple embossing pattern
formed from engraved embossing roll 12. FIG. 4 illustrates
engraved embossing roll 12 utilized for forming a more
complex embossing pattern. Specifically, FIG. 4 illustrates
an application wherein displacement mechanisms 30 and 32
are utilized to provide reduce a distance between the centers
of rolls 12 and 14 relative to the distance of FIG. 2. Such
reduction in distance cause both first and second projections
(16 and 18) to be forced into backing roll 14.

An expanse 60 of material is provided between rolls 12
and 14. Expanse 60 is different from expanse 40 (FIG. 2),
with the term “different” meaning that expanse 60 is either
comprised by an entirely different material from expanse 40,
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or is at a separate location along a common and continuous
material that also comprises expanse 40. Expanse 40 is
removed from between rolls 12 and 14 before provision of
expanse 60 between the rolls. If expanse 40 and expanse 60
are formed at different locations along a common and
continuous material, such removal can be accomplished by
advancing the material through rolls 12 and 14 to a location
where formation of the embossing pattern of expanse 60 is
to begin. The advancing of the material can, and preferably
does, occur without breaking the material. It is desirable to
avoid breaking the material as such can avoid down-time at
a manufacturing plant.

The methodology of FIG. 4 forms a more complex
embossing pattern in expanse 60 than was formed in
expanse 40 of FIG. 2. More specifically, the embossing
pattern formed in expanse 60 comprises a plurality of deep
bosses 68 formed from the first projections 16, and a
plurality of shallower bosses 70 formed from the second
projections 18. Accordingly, expanse 60 has an embossing
pattern corresponding to the above-described first distinct
pattern defined by projections 16 and 18 (i.e., a distinct
pattern comprising components defined by both first projec-
tions 16 and second projections 18).

FIG. § illustrates an exemplary embossing pattern formed
by the methodology of FIG. 4. Specifically, FIG. 5 illustrates
expanse 60 having relatively deep bosses 68 (only some of
which are labeled) and relatively shallow bosses 70 (only
some of which are labeled). The bosses 68 of FIG. 5 form
a pattern identical to the pattern of bosses 50 of FIG. 3, with
a difference between bosses 68 and bosses 50 being that
bosses 68 extend to a greater depth than do bosses 50.

Comparing FIGS. 3 and §, FIG. § has a more complex
embossing pattern formed thereover than does FIG. 3. In
particular embodiments, expanses 40 and 60 of FIGS. 3 and
5 could comprise paper products, with the product of FIG.
3 corresponding to a non-premium brand and that of FIG. 5
corresponding to a premium brand. Accordingly, the exem-
plary methodology of the present invention described above
utilizes a single engraved embossing roll 12 to form two
different distinct patterns of bosses.

Exemplary pressures which can be utilized for forming
the patterns of FIGS. 3 and § can be quantitated as a nip
width of the rubber material 20 of backing roll 14. An
exemplary application utilizes a rubber material 20 com-
prising a durometer hardness of about 45 and a thickness of
from about % inch to about % inch. The exemplary appli-
cation also utilizes first projections 16 that are from about
0.010 inches to about 0.02 inches higher than second pro-
jections 18.

It is noted that the embossed expanses of the present
invention can be further combined as individual expanses of
multi-ply products. Such can be accomplished by, for
example, incorporating the rolls described above with ref-
erence to FIGS. 25 into a marrying apparatus, such as, for
example, the apparatus 200 described above with reference
to FIG. 1.

In compliance with the statute, the invention has been
described in language more or less specific as to structural
and methodical features. It is to be understood, however, that
the invention is not limited to the specific features shown
and described, since the means herein disclosed comprise
preferred forms of putting the invention into effect. The
invention is, therefore, claimed in any of its forms or
modifications within the proper scope of the appended
claims appropriately interpreted in accordance with the
doctrine of equivalents.
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What is claimed is:
1. A method comprising utilizing a single engraved
embossing roll to emboss different expanses of material with
different patterns and to form at least two different product
lines, a first of the different patterns being incorporated into
a first product line, a second of the different patterns being
incorporated into a second product line, the single engraved
embossing roll having at least two projections projecting
therefrom, and a first of the projections projecting to a
greater height from the roll than a second of the projections.
2. The method of claim 1 wherein the difference in height
of the first and second projections is from about 0.005 inches
to about 0.03 inches.
3. The method of claim 1 wherein the difference in height
of the first and second projections is from about 0.01 inches
to about 0.02 inches.
4. The method of claim 1 wherein the different expanses
comprise different materials.
5. The method of claim 1 wherein the different expanses
comprise a common material.
6. The method of claim 1 wherein the different expanses
are comprised by a common and continuous material.
7. The method of claim 1 wherein the different expanses
comprise paper.
8. The method of claim 1 wherein the different expanses
comprise one or more non-woven materials.
9. The method of claim 1 wherein the embossing one of
the different patterns comprises embossing with only the
first of the projections and the embossing another of the
different patterns comprises embossing with the at least two
projections.
10. A method of embossing different expanses of material
with different patterns, comprising:
pressing the different expanses sequentially between a
single engraved embossing roll and a backing roll, the
engraved embossing roll having at least two projections
projecting therefrom, a first of the projections project-
ing to a greater height from the roll than a second of the
projections, the projections comprising a first material
and the backing roll comprising a second material, the
first material less deformable than the second material;

wherein the pressing of one of the different expanses
between the embossing and backing rolls is configured
to force only one of the first and second projections into
said one of the expanses; and

wherein the pressing of an other of the different expanses

between the embossing and backing rolls is configured
to force both of the first and second projections into
said other of the expanses.

11. The method of claim 10 wherein the different
expanses are comprised by a common and continuous non-
woven material.

12. The method of claim 10 wherein the different
expanses are comprised by a common and continuous paper
web.

13. A method of embossing different expanses of material
with different patterns, comprising:

providing an engraved embossing roll and a backing roll,

the engraved embossing roll having at least two pro-
jections projecting therefrom, a first of the projections
projecting to a greater height from the roll than a
second of the projections, the two projections defining
two distinct patterns, a first of the two distinct patterns
comprising both the first and second projections and a
second of the two distinct patterns not comprising the
second projection;

providing a first expanse of material between the

engraved embossing roll and backing roll;
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pressing the engraved embossing roll against the first
expanse to emboss a complementary image of one of
the first and second distinct patterns into the first
expanse;

removing the first expanse from between the engraved
embossing roll and the backing roll;

providing a second expanse of material between the
engraved embossing roll and the backing roll; and

pressing the engraved embossing roll against the second
expanse to emboss an other of the first and second
distinct patterns on the second expanse.

14. The method of claim 13 wherein the first pressing
forms the complementary pattern of the first distinct pattern.

15. The method of claim 13 wherein the different
expanses are comprised by a common and continuous
material, and wherein the removing comprises advancing
the material through the embossing and backing rolls with-
out breaking the material.

16. The method of claim 13 wherein the first pressing
forms the complementary pattern of the second distinct
pattern.

17. The method of claim 13 wherein at least one of the
first and second expanses comprises a non-woven material.

18. The method of claim 13 wherein both of the first and
second expanses comprise a non-woven material.

19. The method of claim 13 wherein at least one of the
first and second expanses comprises a paper web.

20. A method of embossing different expanses of material
with different patterns, comprising:

providing an engraved embossing roll and a backing roll,

the engraved embossing roll having a plurality of
projections projecting therefrom, the projections com-
prising at least two sets, a first of the at least two sets
of projections projecting to a first height from the
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engraved embossing roll and a second set of the at least
two sets of projections projecting to a second height
less than said first height, the two sets of projections
defining two distinct patterns, a first of the two distinct
patterns comprising both the first and second sets of
projections and a second of the two distinct patterns
comprising only the first set of projections;

providing a first expanse of material between the
engraved embossing roll and backing roll;

first pressing the engraved embossing roll against the first
expanse to emboss a complementary image of one of
the first and second distinct patterns into the first
expanse;

removing the first expanse from between the engraved
embossing roll and the backing roll;

providing a second expanse of material between the
engraved embossing roll and the backing roll; and
second pressing the engraved embossing roll against the
second expanse to emboss an other of the first and
second distinct patterns on the second expanse.
21. The method of claim 20 wherein the first pressing
forms the complementary pattern of the first distinct pattern.
22. The method of claim 20 wherein the first pressing
forms the complementary pattern of the second distinct
pattern.
23. The method of claim 20 wherein at least one of the
first and second expanses comprises a non-woven material.
24. The method of claim 20 wherein both of the first and
second expanses comprise a non-woven material.
25. The method of claim 20 wherein at least one of the
first and second expanses comprises a paper web.
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